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This is/an account of Descartes' criterion of truth so
far as it is gathered from the general trend of methods and
meditations and principles of philosophy, and the traditional
view that Discartes isan advocate of self-evidence as the
criterion of truth seems to be based on his two worl<s. But,
if one is curious enough to go through his other work regu-
lations, along with the mentioned works, one will notice
that Descartes' full meaning of the ideal of knowledge would
make him rather an advocate of the. coherence theory of
truth to which his self-evidence theory leads him. Adamson,
and following him Jachim, as also Norman Kemp Smith,
agree in their interpretation o.f Descartes as an upholder of
the theory of coherence rather .than that of self-evidence
pare and simple. The general trend of argument of these
interpreters is that inrmedlale apprehension of the indubi-
table, an intuition, is the condition precedent to the truth or
judgment. Descartes,thinks that what w^ intuiue as self"
evident is a simple idea or prop.o-sition  Bat/ the idea or
proposition though simple is not without inner distinction,
that is, not without elements or cons-tituent ideas. Such a
simple idea or proposition may in fact bs expanded into a
hypothetical judgment. In which the antecedent necessarily
implies the consequent but not vice versa. For instance,
Descartes' Cog/to ergosum may be expanded into the hypo-
thetical judgment, 'itself-consciousness, then existence',
but not conversely, that is, if existence then self-conscious-
ness. So 2+2=4 is another instance of intuition which
may be expanded into the hypothetical judgment if 2 be
added to 2 there must be 4, but not conversely because if
there be 4, it does not follow that it is necessarily a case of
addition of 2-4-2 for it may also be a case of addition of 3
and 1. Thus, the elements in the content of an 'intuition'
are cohered by the immediate necessity which binds conse-
quent to antecedent in a hypothetical judgment of the kind
explained.

But, the content as a whole is grasped intuitively, or
immediately, as an indubitable self-evident datum. Such
self-evident indubitable truths constitute the foundation on
which the structure of scientific and philosophical knowledge